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S P O R T  
CATALAN MOUNTAINEERS HAVE CONQUERED ELEVEN OF THE 
WORLD'S FOURTEEN PEAKS OVER EIGHT.THOUSAND METRES, 
AND HAVE ALSO GONE ABOVE THIS HEIGHT, THOUGH WITHOUT 
REACHING THE PEAK. 
A L E X A N D R E  M A R C E T  M O U N T A L N - C L I M B I N G  E X P E R T  
S P O R T  
3 he beginnings of Catalan moun- tain-climbing are to be found in the forties, when groups were es- 
tablished within the various excursionist 
clubs, and its moment of glory was 28 
August 1 985, when a Catalan expedition 
reached the top of Everest (8,848 m), the 
highest peak on Earth. 
Although important feats were achieved 
in the Alps towards the end of the last 
century, these early groups, using the most 
advanced techniques, provided the stimu- 
Ius our mountain-climbing needed. Fint 
there was the conquest of the monoliths of 
Montserrat -a real school for moun- 
taineers-, then the Alps, the Andes, the 
Himalayan and Karakorum ranges, and 
finally the top of the world: the Catalan 
expedition was the forty-second to make 
the vidorious ascent, thus gaining a place 
among the small group of countries that 
have achieved it. 
The Catalan excursionist tradition was es- 
tablished in 1876 at the Turó de Montgat 
by a precursor of the Centre Excurcionis- 
ta de Catalunya, the now centenary and 
oldest-established entity. At present, 
the Federació d'Entitats Excursíonistes 
de Catalunya includes some 35,000 
members, and is one of the most im- 
portant sports associations in our country, 
both in terms of quantity and quality. 
Within this federation, the speciality that 
grew most rapidly was mountaineering, 
soon to be known al1 over the world. Our 
climbers first visited the Himalayan and 
Karakorum ranges in the seventies -or 
even earlier-, after scaling the highest 
mountains in Europe, Africa and America. 
The fint Catalan expedition to pass the 
8,000 metres mark was formed by Josep 
Manuel Anglada, Emili Civis and Jordi 
Pons, who crowned Annapurna East 
(8,026 metres) on 29 April 1974. There 
followed Makalu (8,481 m), climbed by 
Jordi Camprubí in 1976; Kanchenjunga 
Central (8,476 m), climbed by Narcís 
Serrat in 1978; Dhaulagiri (8,172 m), 
climbed by Jordi Pons in 1979; Gasher- 
brum 11 (8,035 m), climbed by Pere 
Aymerich and Enric Font in 1980; Broad 
Peak (8,047 m), climbed by Enric Pujol 
and Manuel Hernández in 1981; Nanga 
Parbat (8,125 m), climbed by Oscar 
Cadiach and Jordi Magriña in 1984; Cho 
Oyu (8,021 m), climbed by Toni Llasera, 
Carles Valles, Jordi Pons and Jean 
Clémenson in 1984; Annapurna Central 
(8,061 m), climbed by Nil Bohigas and 
Enric Lucas in 1984; Chomo Lunga, on 
Everest (8,848 m), climbed by Conrad 
Blanch, Oscar Cadiach, Antoni Son and 
Carles Valles in 1 985, and Kancheniunga 
(8,598 m), climbed by Josep Permañé in 
1986. 
Catalan mountaineers, then, have con- 
quered eleven of the Eight Thousands, out 
of the fourteen there are in the world, al1 
of them on the lndian border. They have 
also gone above this height, though 
without reaching the peak: Lhotse in 
1980 and Everest in 1982 and 1983. It is 
a history of conquests and of memorable 
feats, but of frustrations as well and, espe- 
cially, of a spirit of sacrifice and a wish to 
go further which has always character- 
ized our excursionism. Its popularity is 
clear from the spectacular welcomes 
given the heroes on their return from their 
expeditions. 
